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NATIONAL UNDERWRITING COMMUNICATION NA-2020-008 

FROM: Corporate Underwriting Department 

DATE: March 30, 2020 

TYPE: STANDARD (ALL TRANSACTIONS) 
TITLE: COVID-19 Tolling of Statutes of Limitations and Extension of Filing Periods 

  
Purpose: To provide guidance to address the extension of statutes of limitations and lien or judicial 
filing periods by legislative, executive, or judicial action by the states. 
 
Background: As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, many states are temporarily extending statutes 
of limitations deadlines and lien filing periods. Moreover, operations of federal and state courts in many 
jurisdictions have been limited to exigent matters in family or criminal court. Consequently, time periods 
for filing claims such as for mechanic’s lines, appeal periods applicable to court orders or judgments 
such as in foreclosure, bankruptcy, receivership, probate, quiet title, matrimonial proceedings, 
redemption periods and “avoidance” periods in bankruptcy or similar state laws, may be tolled or 
extended with or without a general or specific order. Arguably, the courts may later find, looking in 
hindsight, that periods were tolled. Since this is rapidly evolving across the entire country, we must 
temporarily adjust the application of these time periods in our searching and underwriting evaluations.   
 
Standard: Until directed otherwise by the Company, do not eliminate any matter from a commitment, 
preliminary report, pro forma, or final policy based on the application of any state or federal statute of 
limitation, lien filing period, or deadline by court rule, if the end of the filing period or deadline occurred, 
or is to occur after March 1, 2020.   
 
Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis. Consult with your Senior Underwriter for individual 
consideration. Please watch for follow-up communications that might revise the above guidance. 
 
NOTE: This Underwriting Communication is confidential and intended solely for use by First American Title Insurance Company’s (“First American”) title issuing 
offices, policy issuing agents (“Agents”), and approved attorneys. This Communication may not be shared with third parties and no other person or entity is authorized 
to rely upon it. While the scope of agency for Agents is limited to the functions of underwriting and issuing title insurance policies on First American’s behalf, and 
does not include closing or escrow services, First American sometimes provides information and recommendations with regard to Agents’ ancillary closing or escrow 
business as a courtesy. Moreover, this Communication should be considered a directive if noncompliance could impact liability under First American’s title insurance 
policies or closing protection letters. This Communication is being provided to Agents with those considerations in mind, and should become a permanent part of 
your records to assure compliance with the requirements set forth herein.  
 
First American routinely issues Underwriting Communications through the Underwriting Workbench, AgentNet®, and other means. Communications are typically 
classified as one of the following types: Standard, Guideline, Advisory, Caveat, Fraud Alert, or Transaction Alert. Generally, Standards establish mandatory 
procedures and protocols that must be followed when issuing a First American policy; Guidelines establish best practices that are encouraged, but not required; and 
Advisories simply provide information. Caveats, Fraud Alerts, and Transaction Alerts generally provide information and instructions related to specific parties, 
properties, or other matters. 
 
First American makes no express or implied warranty respecting the information presented and assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions.  First American, 
the eagle logo, First American Title, and firstam.com are registered trademarks or trademarks of First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates.  ©2020 
First American Financial Corporation and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. ▼ NYSE: FAF 

 


